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Baseball Card Nets Nuns 
More than Peanuts and 
Crackerjacks.  Religious 
sisters net $220k selling 
rarest baseball card ever.

The missions of the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame will 
receive a big financial boost 
from the sale of an unusual 
item—the most prized baseball 
card in the world.

Honus Wagner, it appears, 
didn’t want his image used to 
promote tobacco. That’s the 
story of how a 1909 American 
Tobacco Company baseball 

card, featuring the Pittsburgh 
shortstop, became the most 
valuable trading card in history. 
The cards were withdrawn, and 
only around 50 exist. 

This week, though, Wagner’s 
card was put to a nobler purpose: 
an order of sisters raised 
$220,000 by auctioning one.

Heritage Auction Galleries, 
which handled the online 
sale, recounted that one of the 
Baltimore-based School Sisters 
of Notre Dame had received the 
card from her brother. Although 
the card was not in perfect 
condition, he said, its value 
“should increase exponentially 
throughout the [21st] century.”

The auction agency agreed, 
rhapsodically announcing that 
the winning bidder would be 
“planting his flag atop one of 
the most challenging and scenic 
mountain tops in the [card-
collecting] hobby.” Bids began 
at $140,000 and nearly doubled 
over the course of the week. The 
sisters will receive around 80 
percent of the final $260,000 
bid.

Wagner, known as the “Flying 
Dutchman,” was one of the five 
original inductees into baseball’s 
Hall of Fame and compiled a .328 
batting average during his career. 
Some of his contemporaries 
regarded him as one of the 
greatest players of all time. 

His card’s value, however, 
derives mostly from its sheer 
rarity. A card in mint condition 
from the same early 1900s 
batch went for $2.8 million in 
2007—the highest price ever 
paid for a baseball card. 

Seventh day Adventist 
Church marks 

150  years of the 
denomination’s name.

On October 1, 1860, pioneers 
meeting in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, chose the name for 
a movement that had about 
2,500 adherents in the northern 
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United States and southeastern 
Canada.  Today there are more 
than 16 million adult baptized 
members. The SDA church 
operates the largest Protestant 
network of schools and 
hospitals worldwide. Today, 
the SDA world headquarters is 
located in Silver Spring, Md.

Episcopal Parish 
Decides to become 

Catholic.

Mount Calvary Episcopal 
Church in Baltimore has voted 
to be in full communion with 
the Roman Catholic Church.  
In a letter to parishioners, the 
Reverend Jason Cantania, 
rector of the church, announced 
that the vestry of the parish had 
voted unanimously in favor of 
two resolutions. First, they have 
voted to leave The Episcopal 
Church (TEC) where they are 

a part of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Maryland, and, second, 
to become an Anglican use 
parish in the Catholic Church 
through the new initiative 
from Rome—the Anglicorum 
Coetibus. Under the terms of 
the apostolic constitution, 
the Church has provided 
opportunities for “personal 
ordinariates for Anglicans 
entering full communion with 
the Catholic Church.”

Three parishioners die 
while exiting mass.

Marian Derosa, 89, her daughter, 
and son-in law were killed after 
another parishioner’s Mercury 
Mountaineer backed over them 
while attempting to parallel 
park.  

Mary Camilleri, 63, of 
Fayetteville, PA,  says she 

struck the pedestrians as her car 
accelerated rapidly in reverse 
while attempting to park in 
front of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Emmitsburg, MD. 

Maryland man  
sentenced to prison 
for emailing mosque.

Ilya Sobolevskiy, 25, was 
sentence to 12 months in prison 
and a $3,000 fine after sending 
a threatening email to Central 
Illinois Mosque and Islamic 
Center (CIMIC) in Urbana, IL.

Sobolevskiy sent an email, in 
which he threatened that he 
would “do WHATEVER it 
takes to eradicate Islam.” 

CIMIC officials reported 
the threat to the FBI, which 
referred the case to its Civil 
Rights Division.

Two Maryland Men 
convicted in bilking 
21 black churches of 

$660,000.

A Detroit jury has convicted 
Michael Morris of Waldorf, 
Md, and William Perkins of 
Oxon Hill, Md, on three felony 
counts, including racketeering, 
conspiracy to commit false 
pretenses, and three counts of 
false pretenses. 

Authorities said the companies 
gave Morris and Perkins 
funding for electronic kiosks 
to be delivered to churches 
throughout the state of 
Michigan. Church officers 
believed they were leasing the 
kiosks, which were to be placed 
in church foyers. Instead of 
leases, however, officers had 
actually signed expensive 
purchasing agreements.
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For Sale
Church Site 

In the Heart of the  
Aberdeen Growth Area
921 South Stepney Rd 
 Aberdeen, MD 21001 

n 15.80 acres 
n Adjacent to Stepney Rd            	
  and Yarish Ln. 
n Water and sewer to be  
  extended

www.KLNB-worship.com
Offered at $1,150,000! Financing Available

contact:
Stephen J. Ferrandi
6011 University Blvd.
Suite 350
Ellicott City, MD  21043
main:  410 290 1110
Direct: 443 574 1430  
Cell:    410 925 4566
sferrandi@klnb.com



Stephen J. Ferrandi 
Director of Religious Property Brokerage
6011 University Boulevard, Suite 350
Ellicott City, MD 21043
443.574.1430
fax: 410.290.0723
sferrandi@klnb.com
www.klnb-worship.com

Specializing in Religious Properties Brokerage

Church Complex 
Under Construction 
when funding ran 
out .  Selling
below  Cost

Price Reduced From $1,500,000 to $750,000! Financing Available. 
14201 Old Stage Rd, Bowie, MD 20720

Their problem is an  
opportunity for a growing 
congregation.

Drastic Price 
Reduction From 
$1,500,000 to 

$750,000!.  Partially-finished church seats 330+.
   can be redesigned to seat 550. 
.  Classroom complex.
.  Ample parking lots.
.  Site work nearly complete.
.  Permits and bonds in place. New contractor in place and ready to finish immediately.

Ready to Build!

Are you considering consolidating, building a new complex, or closing your house of worship?  
Let us help with a free Opinion of Value . 443.574.1430.


